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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
' ; WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

21 March 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Brent Scowcroft
U.S. Air Force
.The White House

SUBJECT : Your 21 March Request

1. Per your request levied this morning (21 March),
attached are some notes and comments on current Vietnamese
Communist behavior patterns which we have pulled together
in the past few hours. These reflect the most recent information
available to us in Washington.

2. Because of the time constraint of your deadline, I am
giving you these notes in a rough draft form without taking the
time for retyping them into a polished publication.

3. Two copies are appended, one for you and one for
Dick Kennedy.

25X1A%9a

Special letnamese Affairs

Attachment

cc: Mr. Kennedy w/att
NSA Declassification/Release Instructions on File.
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Viewed as a whole,.North Vietnam's logistical and manpowexr

Fuuk hesbeen
pipeline continues to operate in much the fashlon WE-Ohard

Noroww | f“ 3
expect—Fer this time of yeaxr. Large quantities of supplies
are on the move through Southern Laos and in Cambodla and
South Vietnam.  Military manpower —- as many as 20 00a -—' 
are in transit and there is no indication that any have been
diverted or turned back. |

At the top of the funnel 1n southern North. Vletnam there
-has.been a pronounced.dlmlnlshment of supply movements --
again, entlrely conSLStent Wlth patterns of formexr years.
There have been no regular infantry groups detected in several
weeks and the recent emphaSLS has been -~ and continues to

Mt ey
be -—- on the shuttllng southwaxrd of 01v111an and guasi-~

Speetats s,

" This does represent a dlvergence'from‘

t+he pattems Of former years BU"‘ ) ‘35 Q"V‘f:g“{ ‘}"‘\h"‘ &\ahh "Le;”! 1"“1:.
Trgedud's 15 Monh s babiovugd . dxferwive wilefye,.
On balance, we believe it is too early to sepasase-Lrom

 our evedialy re Riveds '
thesE"3Igns;%:2&~wh:ch—m=gh%—ﬁe§§aaent Han01 s response to the

terms of the cease fire (and the President's warnlng) aﬁé—%haeA_~
o wwabne th H?“’“B The Cowmusishs ) :

wirieh—meie theiw routlne pursu1t of the loglstlcal tasks

Whlch they LEEl are nccessary to sunport their currant

strategic needs in South Vletnam and elsewhere.“ At the "

very least it must be concluded that Hanol has not call°d a

halt to any act1v1ty already 1n progress as of two-thre;

weeks ago and, in fact has undertaken some steps whlch are

compatible w1th a normal contlnuaulon of thelr 1oglstlca1 |

procedurﬂsg
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Logistic Davelopmants
Recent Activity
Within the past fow days thare have bean no hinks of
major changes in North Vietnanw's logistic effort. Though

a faw days lag is usually reguirsd to make firm judgments

f 1]

about the pace of logistieal activity, it is clasar that

-

transportation of supplies is contlauing. The leval of

activity ia variouas areas can be characterized briefly.

~  In the cential Horth Vistnam Panhandls,

ackivity in the arsa surrounding Vian
has baen at a ¢onsidarabiy lowar laval
éinc& the caaaé-fira want into effack
than it was ehroughr latz Jaauary.
That some supplies are currently con-
tinuing to move through tha araa is
avidanced by s3till dabactad barge
traffic traveling soukh. A3 rocsatly
as 15 HMarch an elemant sodk of Vinh
regorted thab neaxly 200 toas of
cargo had baen offloaded from barges
that day. In almost no inatances
have tha final destination of nor tha
typa of cargo being movad been
delinaated, and referosnces to
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moving &0 various logistic units in

sonthbound ordanancs deliveriss have

bnan faw.

In the éoutharn Horth Vistnam Panhandle,
wa currently estimate that very large
stockpiles of suppliss are in pléce.

As much as 30,000 tons of ordnance may
have wmoved througa the.Taanh Hoa/Vina
arsa during tha period October tn$ougn
Pabyuazy, and curreatly soma porition of
this romains in the southern Panhanﬁia.
As recently as the last thrse days of
FPebruary ao latercepiad nessage revealad

that scowe 2,830 tons of supplies -

again all unidsntifisd by-tyﬁe -~ Yaxe
Quang Binh Prowvince, Othar messages from
the zama general araa-zuggastad thalt

part of the deliveries comprisad ordnance.
Unfortunataly, intelligence on activity
in this area has been virpually non-
oxistent slince then, and we can only:

extrapolate an estimate of activity them

from that in adjacent areas. Cargo is
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continuing to movn both inio Laos and
South Vietnam from Quang Binh Provises,
80 logistical activity thers must be

aantinuing.

In soukhsra Laos we have much more currend
and complets intellig=nce whilch shows

that substantial logistical activity is
continuing. The Horth Viernamese kicked
off a new phase sf their dry season trans-
portation campaign on 15 March: its
cmphasis i3 on moving supplies already lﬁ
gsouthern Laes to thalr £inal des iﬂahlona
in South Vistnam. An exXtremely large

guanklty of supplies is known to have

moved into Laos during the period 1 FPabruary

to 9 Hazeh. Of thosa which Qexa identifiad
{again in JAVA- communlca tions) , almost 30%
was ordnance. FPollowing that surgs, ackti-
vity on the iaput corridors Lo Laos nas
dropeed {though by no means stopped) and
the engnasis shifted to moving those sup-
plias already thzra tﬁ.deatinatians,

Frrther souti. Sinco 19 March there has

Approved For Release 2001/09/05 CIA-RDP80T01719R000400190001-0
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through the Panhandle and inta tha tri-
porder area of Sauth'vietﬂam, Laos, aag
Cambodia. Some vehicles AOVing through
the ?anhandléa ara tramsporting petrolaun

but ocur judgment is that OtRars are moving
militazy supplizs. The judgment ig sup-

Portad by other recank evidenca from the.

tri-porder area ang wastern sguth'vietnam

that ordnance is conktinuing to move, and

by various directives by the Horth Viak-
namese that they intend to continue provid-
ing orénance and military agquipsent to
thelir main Forees in South Vietnam in case

thelr "snemias rekXindla tha war?®,

In =astery Cambadia, the major Communiat.
lines of communication ~- both roagd and
watarway -~- ara 3u§portin§ Sustained heavy
traffic. Again, evidencse on tha composi-~

tion of supplias being wmovad is sparsa,.

| hovwaver, 3éconﬁary explosions. when suppliaes

[y

ave recently been struck by air artack
Suggest some ordnances i3 on the pova, It
is wore clear that a substantial aumount of

rica is being movad from Cambodian Sources

$R000400190001-0
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toward Laos and South Vietnam; the normal
pattern wnen deliveriss are mads to Laos

iz for ordnance to ba carried on tha retum

trip. uqf A% e g s IE A8 > Ears o o oy o IO, |

Improgslive evidanca of supply movemeults in
South Vietnam -~ especially ;2ig;:§£z§§gbl
viaee——= have besn notsad as recantly as.

24 ﬁaﬁch. On that day an element of Binh
Tram 12 which oparatés arcound Quang Tri
reported that at least 130 tons of amsmuni~
tion were msvad tQ wnspecifisd destinations.
It cannot be detarmined whether thiz mova-. .
ment was from stockpiles already in-country,
or represented deliveries acraséﬁkhé'nﬁzjim
During the firaﬁ-lé daya of March, COMINT
reporﬁing on vehicle activity suggestnd'

that up to 202 tons of suppliaa daily wersa

,vurgb,ing movad in Quang vri. Farthar'sauth.f

Approved For Release 2001/0GK15" (oIS P S(A A 719R000400190001-0

~in MR 1 activity in the A Shau area has:

'included,ammunition deliveries of abouk-

123 tbns repoxted on 17 March. vThree days
later 8inh Tram 41 in the Routae 922 {laos}/

A Shau area reported thak ak loast 27
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vehicles wers prarently transporting

U

(&

supplies into South Vietnam, Supplias con-

tinua to nove into thevﬁentral Highlands
from southern Laos, and South.Viotnamase
'sgmrcearestimata that ths C#mmuniats ara
moving 33 to 40 tons of supplies daily into
8inh Long and Tay Hinh Provinces. Aarial |
§hoto§:aphy continuaes to reflect trusi

TAVOYS moving thers,

- -
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Supplies on the HMove In Soukh Lags

The nature of the intelligenes avallablo to us &hia
yaax precludes an accurate gasessment of the gquankity of

supplies now on the move in southern Laos. Howerar, we

o-tterdiny $v tatarephed meszaye,

For @xampl% ISy
I

2,000 tons moved lnto southern Laocs from 1 Pebruary to

sstimate the guantity to be large.

9 Maren via the Ban Xarxal Pasa alona. Input on chiasy
entry sorridors could have ingraased that tonnage by an

additicnal 358%. In additlon, some large guantiziaes

8
<
¥
Y
[ZN
k3

ato south Lacé hafors Psbrusry, énd smallex aacunis-
ape atill entering. The suppliea have for the mosk pﬁ#t
nat been subizcted to bombing, and we estimats that at
lsast post of hosge lnpuk to south Laos since 1 Februaxy
ara $till on tihe move throagh Laos and Cawmbodia boward
South Vietnam. The newly inltlated transportatics phase
will ﬁnghasize}thaiz movemenk to forward areas and is
currsatly scksduled to lzst until st laaéﬁ 31 &ay. Thia
relatively long doratios of this phase may imply ihat

ayen mors gaupplies than thos2 enumerated ars to be moved.

. Approved For Releas%lWPSOTm 719R000400190001-0
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Post Coage-Fira Changes la the Loglstic System

The Horkh Vieknamese dry season transportation effoxt
sppears Lo be following tho normal annual pattera. In
yenaral, | iarﬁ appear o ba no aubstantial inconsistencles
from waat we would have axpscisd to 3sa LI wa has wappad
a model dry ssason efforik. Tha threa phases in tha sffort
an. far ~- one snroLgn Earzﬁ Vigtnam, onz ﬁhraugﬁ tha input
coxrid dors, and now one through the Laos Panhandla — axe
analagous to thoss of past ysaxs.

ranre hava, hawéver, been soma minor, but‘géésibly
importank, c“angas nokad racently. For oxample, for the
last week to ten days _mnitoring supoly
activity on the inpat corridors to Lavws have dstectad '

a northwasd bias o vaa;cla activity — i.s. more vehlclea

Lvr‘

hoaded nogtih than soutm. Buch a2 bias ia certainly not
unprecedented, howevsr, and it may sisply represent a
return of some of tha vexy largs numbar of vehicles which
ontersd Laos durlag tha pracseding month to Horth Viannam.
When back, thay ccnceivab%y could plsk up mora cargo to

move south. Alternatively, the reporiad northbound bias.

b

ara nos ﬁiacoxnting tha possible sigsificance of a sustainsd

‘zould be mizleading if heavy southbound traffic is underway

25X1A
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corriuéga; there 1s no other supporting esyidencs on
whilch to basa a jundgment that this activiee rapresants
an important deviazion from the oM.

Sinc§ tha ¢aaa-firn to thé.gxasent wea h&va s2an
1o substantial reorganization of the Compunist logistigal
systom’'in southern Laos, Cambodia, or northern Soukn
Vigtnam,. %Wa woul&.exyeci o sea such changss LFf a major
ahangﬁ'in logistical slans or capabilitias werxe anticipated.
SBinge the vease-~fire two major BV logistical slaments
appear to have bsen disbanded as such, bat this has nok
resulicsd in a degradation of logistical ca;abilitiea.

bl

Bioh Tram 33, fox sxampls, whlch had been charged with

Con a0y  /
overseaing logiztical aativity arownd Mueag ﬁenghwasb
recently disbanded; howaver, all of its alementa hava hew
baen resubordinated bo athaz 10313%1& unite ia tna Fanhandla»
and parts of Binh Tram 33's former axaa-oi rasgonaibilities
has besn assumed by other uniis, In Quang Tri Province

inh Tram 28, which formerly oparxated arcund Xae Sanh has

s

apparsatly, since the cease-fire, compleied its transforaation
into an AAA Ragiﬂﬁﬂ . In's forzer arpa of legistical

rasponsibilitiss has alzso been asgsumad Ly other wnits szo

Approved For Release 2001/09% %ROOMOMQOOM -0
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that a continuity of logistical activiity can be sustainad.
Finally back in southern Laos there is avidence since

the cease-fire that some reorganization of the .::c:m::xo--3_.'4..&’.;%.s;u')‘n~
syatesm (Lo mo&é personnel} has heen effacted; howavar,

this has not impaizaﬂ_iwn capability to move men, nor

has it impingsd on lcgistical capabilitias in any way.
These @o»h\, " {-..d-) be -Fu.\"rI-, Jarye reduetitons Mo Fug

o mnmonish log t3kien) appreatos o ttusvt  'mpa n‘n‘.:]

g\f': tf’i{etf-u‘wntnl Yio v Faut Fu L'M"\y A", t‘M“-hI,

— 70 -
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Supplizs that have entered Soux th Viztnam since 23 January

g B s et e 5 e

-J

- On the question of how many supplies have entered South

Viataam since 28 January, we can make no firm aztinate,
but ¢an offsr somwe insights, Immediaialy after~§ha ceass-—-
fire took effect, a special transportation effors was
initiated to nove supplies apparently from Horth Vietnanm
across the DE3Z into South Vietnam. Its durar tion or suc-
casses was never revealed. Hora recently, in the fitst
two weeks of HMarch, evidence of very heavy vehicle activiey
offerad a strong implication of continued rasupply acéosa
the DMZ. From the vehicle movement data provided in coMIuT,
we estimate that up to 3,000 tons of supplies were handled
by logistical units in northeastern Quang Tri Province
éuring those two weska. It is likely that they had recantly
crossecitha DI, | |

Activity bas also been haavy»on_ﬂouté~922 tnwar& théj
A Shau'Valley. For examplas, 1% March photography fevééled"
that 50 venicles were traveling sa<that route, alﬁhougﬁ-
it was not clesar whatha* thay were an route or ratn'ninq.
A few ﬂaya earllmr COMIBT ravealad thah 100 venlclg loads
of cargo had recently heen unloaaed in the Sama area.

shicla movements into thae Central i 1ghlands have been

SLaralne& aince the ceaaa-zire, though recent avidencs on

the numbers of vehicles moving has been less abundant.

In early Pebruary, howavar, we estimatad thax up to 109

- 11 -
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tons of suppliies dally were making tha tris. In MR 3.
heayy vzhilcle ackivikty from the Cambodian hordar araas
eayaals continuing resupply and it is likely that the South
vietnanese intalligence veports of 33 to 40 tons dailly nov-
ing in-country understates the tokal flow lpto MR 3. In
HR A vi.rtulely no intselligencs on 'quantities exista, how-
aver it is clear that supplies are cantinéxiw; tO move tate
inmpoeness. Tw delbs  Oren of Sovtn Vietnam CN!V

o tTOss the »Cu.nbu("uh Q»n(cr‘) . '
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